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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Worsborough 

Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  I  beg  to  submit  my  Third  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Worsborough  Urban 
District. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  A.  L.  BANHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


POPULATION. 

I  estimated  that  the  population  in  1903  was  10,650,  and  as 
there  have  been  82  new  houses  built  and  inhabited  during  the 
year  just  ended,  this  will  give,  averaging  4  people  per  house, 
10,978,  on  which  all  statistics  of  this  report  are  based. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  1904  was  391, 
viz.  : — 212  males,  179  females  ;  as  against  441  in  1903.  The 
birth-rate  is,  therefore,  35-61  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  41-40 
per  1,000  in  1903.  I  have  drawn  your  attention  to  the 
declining  birth-rate  in  my  previous  reports,  but  this  is  the 
lowest  that  has  been  recorded. 

DEATHS. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  death-rate  is 
also  declining, 

The  177  deaths  which  occurred,  viz.,  86  males  and  91 
females,  is  equal  to  an  annual  mortality-rate  of  16-12  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population.  When  compared  with  the  number 
of  deaths  in  1903  it  shows  a  decrease  of  26,  or  a  decrease  of 
2-94  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  each  quarter  was  as  follows  :  — 

1st  Quarter,  50 — rate  of  18-77  per  1,000. 

2nd  ,,  31 — rate  of  11-64  „ 

3rd  ,,  41 — rate  of  15*32  ,, 

4th  ,,  55 — rate  of  20-04  ,, 


4 


To  this  list,  2  deaths  of  residents  from  this  district,  who 
have  died  in  public  institutions,  have  to  be  added,  making  the 
total  up  to  179,  thus  bringing  the  rate  to  16  80. 

(For  number  and  causes  of  deaths  in  separate  localities  see 
Table  IV.) 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Of  the  177  deaths  which  occurred  during  1904,  69  were 
under  1  year  of  age.  This  number  represents  an  annual  rate  of 
infantile  mortality  to  every  1,000  births  of  176*4. 

You  will  recollect  that  after  my  report  for  1903,  you  ordered 
some  printed  forms  to  be  handed  by  the  Registrar  to  parents  on 
registering  the  birth  of  a  child,  containing  advice  as  to  simple 
methods  of  rearing  infants.  Up  to  the  present  the  results  have 
not  been  particularly  satisfactory,  as  many  of  the  parents  refuse 
to  take  the  cards  away  with  them,  while  others,  through 
ignorance,  refuse  to  accept  the  advice  offered.  On  the  other 
band,  application  has  been  made  to  me  for  cards,  and  gratifying 
reports  have  reached  me  from  those  who  have  conscientiously 
followed  the  instructions  given,  and  have  compared  the  fine, 
healthy  babies  thus  reared,  to  former  children  of  theirs  who  had 
been  indiscreetly  fed. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  were  15  in 
number,  equal  to  a  rate  of  1*36  per  1,000.  Of  these  deaths,  5 
were  from  Measles  ;  1,  Scarlet  Fever ;  2,  Whooping  Cough  ; 
5,  Diphtheria  ;  and  2,  Enteric. 


TYPHOID  OR  ENTERIC  FEVER. 

During  1904,  21  cases  of  Enteric  have  been  notified  to  me, 
as  compared  with  27  in  1903.  Of  these  cases,  2  ended  fatally 
in  their  own  homes  ;  52  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  removed  to 
the  Hospital. 


Table  shewing  number  of  cases  notified  during  each  month 
in  each  locality  : — 
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7 
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12 

3 
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1 

1 

21 

From  this  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  disease  was  most 
prevalent  in  August  and  October,  and  that  the  greatest  number 
of  the  cases  occurred  at  Worsbro’  Bridge,  no  doubt  due  to  the 
defective  drains  in  this  locality.  The  faulty  direction  in  which 
the  streets  and  backyards  were  originally  laid  out  renders 
efficient  drainage  difficult. 


Situation  of  the  houses  where  Typhoid  occurred  : — 


Street. 


No.  of  Cases. 


Parker’s  Terrace,  Birdwell 

Blacker  . 

Wilberforce  Street,  Worsborough  Common 
Howard  Street,  ,,  ,, 

Green  Street,  ,,  ,, 

Robert  Street,  Worsborough  Bridge 
Henry  Street,  ,,  ,, 

Thomas  Street,  ,,  ,, 

Worsborough 

Park  Terrace,  Worsborough 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

3 

1 

3 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

During  1904,  40  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  as 
compared  with  59  in  1903,  29  of  which  were  removed  to  the 
Hospital.  Only  one  death  occurred.  A  great  majority  of  the 
cases  were  again  of  a  very  mild  character. 

Table  shewing  number  of  cases  notified  during  each  month 
in  each  locality  : — 
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Bridge. 
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Common. 

Worsbro’ 
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3 
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3  12  8  ...  17  ...  40 


This  Table  shows  that  the  disease  was  most  prevalent  at 
Birdwell  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  that  during  the  last 
three  months  the  whole  district  has  been  practically  free. 


MEASLES. 

There  has  been  a  slight  epidemic  of  Measles  during 
November  and  December,  but  as  it  is  not  one  of  the  notifiable 
diseases  there  is  no  record  of  the  number  of  cases  available. 
Five  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this  disease. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

This,  again,  is  not  notifiable,  and  although  only  2  deaths 
have  been  registered  as  due  to  this  disease,  it  by  no  means 
represents  the  number  of  cases  and  the  amount  of  suffering 
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which  Whooping  Cough  has  caused  throughout  the  district  in 
the  past  year.  Many  of  the  deaths  which  have  been  registered 
as  due  to  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  are  more  than  probably 
due  primarily  to  Whooping  Cough. 

Parents  are  generally  more  careless  in  exposing  their 
children  to  the  infection  of  this  disease  than  in  any  other 
infectious  disease. 


SMALL  POX. 

During  the  year,  6  cases  of  Small  Pox  have  been  notified — 
1  from  Worsborough  Common,  4  from  Worshorough  Dale,  and 
1  from  Worsborough  Bridge,  of  which  a  special  report  was 
presented  to  you  at  the  time.  The  first  case  from  Worsborough 
Common  I  was  unable  to  trace  the  source  beyond  the  fact  that 
the  disease  was  prevalent  in  Barnsley  at  the  time ;  the  other  4 
cases  in  Mav  were  no  doubt  traceable  to  a  tailor,  who  travelled 
the  district  whilst  infected.  The  last  case,  of  a  milk  hawker, 
was  most  probably  infected  whilst  on  his  milk-round  in  Barnsley. 

The  fact  that  there  has  been  no  secondary  cases  shews  that 
the  money  which  3  ou  have  allowed  to  be  expended  in  preventative 
measures  on  each  outbreak  was  well  spent,  and  probably  saved 
the  district  from  an  epidemic  which  would  have  been  most 
costly  in  money,  if  not  in  lives. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Ten  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported,  5  ending  fatally, 
4  of  the  cases  occurring  in  young  children,  to  my  own  knowledge, 
within  24  hours  of  onset,  and  before  anti-toxin  could  be  procured. 
Three  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Hospital. 

One  of  the  cases  was  infected  through  an  Insurance 
Collector,  whose  own  child  was  suffering  from  Diphtheria  at  the 
time  he  called  at  the  house,  and  indiscreetly  played  with  the 
children. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  ERYSIPELAS. 

* 

Two  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  3  of  Erysipelas  were 
notified  during  the  year, 
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The  houses  of  all  the  infected  cases  were  visited  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  every  effort  made  to  trace  the  origin  of 
each  case,  and  all  necessary  measures  taken  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  diseases. 

Of  the  diseases  which  can  be  received  at  the  Hospital,  only 
50  per  cent,  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity.  This  is  a 
distinct  falling  off  from  last  year,  and  of  late  we  have  had  a 
great  difficulty  in  getting  cases  removed. 

DIARRHCEA. 

Diarrhoea,  or  Enteritis,  caused  20  deaths  during  the  year, 
the  season  being  particularly  favourable  to  the  development  of 
this  disease.  What  has  been  said  about  the  improper  feeding  of 
children  as  a  cause  of  high  infantile  mortality,  is  equally  true  as 
a  source  of  evil  in  the  incidence  of  Diarrhoea.  Whilst  improper 
feeding  may  not  be  the  direct  cause,  it  so  weakens  the  digestive 
track  as  to  make  the  child  particularly  susceptible  to  this  disease. 

TUBERCULAR  DISEASES. 

Eleven  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  this  disease,  3  being 
from  Phthsis,  and  8  as  from  other  Tubercular  Diseases.  This  is 
a  distinct  improvement  from  last  year’s  returns. 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

Sixty-three  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  diseases  of  the 
Respiratory  Organs,  which  is  equivalentto  a  Respiratory  death-rate 
of  5*7  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Our  clay  sub-soil  may  have 
something  to  do  with  this,  but  the  over-heated  condition  of  the 
living  room  of  the  cottages  and  the  overcrowded  and  badly- 
ventilated  bedrooms  are  probably  largely  responsible. 

INQUESTS. 

Thirteen  Inquests  have  been  held,  touching  persons  in  or 
belonging  to  your  district,  during  1904.  Seven  of  the  deaths 
were  returned  as  due  to  natural  causes,  and  G  as  due  to  accident 
or  violence. 

(For  further  particulars  as  to  causes  of,  and  ages  at  death, 
see  Table  IV.  at  end  of  Report.) 
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In  addition  to  the  action  taken  respecting  cases  of  [nfectious 
Diseases,  a  systematic  inspection  has  been  made  of  the  various 
parts  of  the  district,  722  houses  having  been  inspected. 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  legal  notices  have  been  served 
for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  119  have  been  abated  during 


the  vear,  consisting  of : — 

v  *  U 

Notices 

served  for  Dirty  Houses  ... 

4 

>  * 

,,  Delapidated  Houses 

...  16 

,,  Overcrowding  ... 

4 

,,  Poultry,  Pigeons,  etc.  ... 

...  81 

>  > 

,,  Defective  Sink-pipes  ... 

...  7 

*  j 

Pig-stys  .  . 

1 

1  5 

,,  Delapidated  Privies,  etc. 

...  31 

>  5 

,,  Defective  Drains 

...  24 

Total 

...  118 

Forty-one  new  closets  have  been  constructed,  viz.,  11 
privies  and  80  waste-water  closets ;  20  closets  have  been 
re-constructed,  viz.,  8  privies  and  12  water-closets  ;  818  yards 
extension  and  279  yards  of  sewers  have  been  re-laid. 

The  scavenging,  as  usual,  has  been  carried  out  satisfactorily, 
and  with  very  few  complaints,  by  your  own  staff. 

Fifty-two  cowsheds,  belonging  to  26  owners,  are  registered, 
and  have  been  inspected,  some  of  them  being  in  an  only  fairly 
satisfactory  condition.  Two  have  been  condemned,  7  repaired 
after  receiving  notice,  others  are  receiving  attention  with  a  view 
to  their  improvement. 

Seventeen  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  and  analysed, 
only  one  prosecution  taken  for  adulteration,  and  two  samples 
examined  for  Typhoid  baccillus. 

Eleven  slaughter-houses,  2  tripe-boilers,  and  9  canal  boats 
have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  all  found  to  be  in  a  clean  and 
fair  condition.  Seventeen  fried  fish  and  chip  potatoe  shops 
have  been  visited  and  inspected. 
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During  an  outbreak  of  small-pox  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  handbills  encouraging  people  to  be  re-vaccinated  were 
circulated.  Notices  were  also  printed  warning  persons  of  the 
heavy  penalty  they  would  be  liable  to  if  they  wilfully  exposed 
themselves  or  clothing  whilst  suffering  from  any  dangerous 
infectious  disorder. 

Regulations  for  the  guidance  of  proprietors  of  fried  fish  and 
chip  potatoe  shops  have  been  adopted,  and  a  resolution  passed 
by  the  Council  that  no  fresh  business  of  a  like  kind  should  be 
started  without  their  permission. 

Model  plans  and  drawings  of  plumbing  and  drainage  work 
for  the  guidance  of  contractors  and  builders  doing  work  in  the 
Worsborough  Urban  District  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council. 


METEOROLOGY. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  keep  a  correct  record  of  the  mean 
temperature  and  rainfall  during  the  past  year,  but  from  the 
returns  which  I  have  seen  the  rainfall  is  much  below  the  average. 

The  number  of  days  upon  which  rain  fell  is  as  follows  : — - 


Wet. 

Fine. 

January 

•  •  * 

14 

17 

February 

14 

15 

March 

15 

16 

April 

11 

19 

May 

11 

20 

June 

8 

22 

July 

11 

20 

August 

10 

21 

September 

8 

22 

October 

6 

25 

November 

9 

21 

December 

9 

22 

126 

240 
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I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  certain  facts  which  I 
consider  injurious  to  health  One  is,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  the 
too  early  age  at  which  children  are  sent  to  school,  confining 
them  during  the  hours  when  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  be 
playing  about  in  the  open  air.  Not  only  does  it  lower  the 
vitality  and  make  them  more  susceptible  to  diseases,  and  exposes 
them  in  times  of  an  epidemic  to  infection,  it  also  causes  certain 
affections  of  the  eyes  such  as  squinting  and  opthalmia,  which 
has  been  very  prevalent  during  the  year.  The  latter  is  infectious, 
and  often  leads  to  long-standing,  if  not  permanent,  disease  of 
the  eye. 

These,  in  my  opinion,  are  due  in  a  great  measure  to  over¬ 
strain.  My  remedy  for  this  is  that  the  age  for  children  to 
attend  school  should  be  raised  to  seven  years,  and  that  children 
at  the  tender  age  of  three  should  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  school 
on  any  account. 

The  smoking  of  cheap  cigarettes  has  a  very  deleterious 
effect  upon  the  health  of  boys,  causing  dyspepsia,  nervousness, 
and  aenemia,  which  is  very  common  among  the  youths  in  this 
district. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

Under  the  “  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  ”  of  1901,  10 
factories,  workshops  and  work  places,  and  4  domestic  work¬ 
shops  are  on  the  register. 

This  number  is  made  up  of  four  factories,  viz.,  1  Timber  Yard 
and  Saw  Mills,  1  Joiners’  Works,  1  Gas  Works,  and  1  Corn  Mills, 

To  these  19  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

These  buildings  are  all  of  one  storey,  and  it  does  not  appear 
necessary  to  provide  extra  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 
Sufficient  and  suitable  sanitary  conveniences  are  provided  in  all 
cases. 

Five  workshops  made  up  of  1  Builders,  1  Sweet  Manu¬ 
facturer,  1  Blacksmith’s  Shop,  2  Tripe  Boilers, 
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To  these  17  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year, 
and  all  were  found  to  comply  with  the  Act  in  that  they  were 
clean,  with  sufficient  air  space,  well  ventilated,  the  floors  where 
necessary  efficiently  drained,  and  provided  with  suitable  sanitary 
accomodation. 

Two  work-places  are  registered,  viz.,  1  Quarry  and  1  Electric 
Tram  Depot. 

To  these  8  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year. 
The  Tram  Depot  is  kept  clean  and  has  sanitary  conveniences. 

Four  domestic  workshops,  viz.,  4  Dressmakers,  are  regis¬ 
tered,  all  in  a  small  way  in  private  houses,  and  complying  with 
the  Act. 

There  are  no  Retail  Bakehouses  in  the  district,  and  no  list 
of  out-workers  has  been  received  by  our  Council,  although 
frequent  enquiries  have  been  made. 

In  concluding  my  Report  I  wish  to  state  that  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Pilkington,  and  the  other  Officers  of  the 
Worsborough  District  Council  have  given  me  every  assistance 
during  the  year,  and  to  them  my  best  thanks  are  due. 


TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  District  during  1904  and  previous  years. 
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*  Rates,  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  3,878  acres. 
Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...10,335) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  2,207  l  At  Census  of  1901. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house...  5*009 j 


Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District— 
Beckett  Hospital  and  Workhouse.  Kendray  Fever  Hospital,  Ardsley.  West  Riding 
Asylum. 
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Isolation  Hospitals. — Kendray  Hospital,  Ardsley ;  Small-pox,  Lunn  Wood,  Monk  Bret  ton. 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of ,  and  Ages  at,  1  tooth  during  Year  1904. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  Deaths  in  or  belonging 

District  at  subjoined  ages.  to  Localities,  at  all  ages. 


Cause  of  Death. 

be 

< 

< 

Under  i . 

1  and 
under  5. 

5  and 
under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

—  ir> 
O  vo 

§  s 

inv: 
IN  C 

1— ' 

65  and 
upwards. 

W.  Dale  and  I 

S  wait  he. 

W.  Bridge  & 

Ward  Green 

W.  Com.  & 

Highstone. 

Bi rawed  and; 

Worsbro’. 

Blacker. 

Total  Deaths  in  j 

l’ublic  Institutions  j 

not  in  the  District. 

Small  Pox  .  . 

Measles 

5 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Diphtheria  and 

Membraneous 

Croup 

5 

4 

1 

4 

1 

5 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

2 

1 

I 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  . . 

IO 

5 

4 

1 

2 

4 

4 

10 

Enteritis 

IO 

8 

1 

1 

2 

6 

2 

10 

Other  Septic 

diseases 

6 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

6 

Phthisis 

3 

1 

1 

I 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Tubercular 

diseases  . . 

8 

3 

5 

4 

1 

1 

2 

8 

Cancer,  malign- 

ant  disease 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Bronchitis  . . 

33 

13 

4 

1 

5 

IO 

7 

9 

6 

9 

2 

33 

Pneumonia 

n 

3 

4 

3 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 1 

Other  diseases 

of  Respiratory 

organs 

19 

9 

6 

3 

1 

6 

8 

1 

2 

2 

19 

Venereal  diseases 

and  Syphilis  . . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Premature  Birth 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Diseases  and  ac- 

cidents  of  par- 

turition  .. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Heart  diseases  . . 

16 

1 

7 

8 

3 

1 

5 

4 

3 

16 

Accidents  .  . 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Suicides  or  Mur- 

der . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Nervous  system. 

13 

4 

1 

4 

4 

4 

1 

1 

5 

2 

13 

Digestive  system 

4 

3 

* 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Urinary  system 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Old  Age 

5 

5 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Congenital  or 

Marasmus 

6 

6 

.  ..  . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

All  causes 

179 

69 

35 

6 

4 

34 

3i 

59 

38 

33 

28 

21 

179 

1(3 


This  list  came  from  Barnsley  too  late  to  be  included  in 
Report. 

The  following  list  of  persons  from  this  District  died  in 
public  institutions  in  Barnsley  : — 


Sex. 

Age. 

Cause. 

M. 

83 

Old  Age. 

F. 

26 

Brain  Disease. 

M. 

30 

Accident. 

M. 

25 

Accident. 

M. 

4 

Otitis  Media. 

M. 

25 

Diabetes. 

M. 

68 

Epilepsy. 

F. 

7  months 

Rickitts. 

M. 

73 

Old  Age. 

F. 

69 

Old  Age. 

This  brings  the  death-rate  for  the  whole  District  to  17'21. 


